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907 he actually attacked Constantinople, and forced the
Eastern Emperor to pay tribute and to grant important
trading privileges. Though the Swedish element soon dis-
appeared, the Varangians (as the Byzantines called them)
were responsible for the beginnings of the Russian kingdom
and the early importance of its trade.

The Slavs          On the East, Germany was bounded mainly by Slav

peoples. The Baltic Slavs, or Wends, comprised a number
of scattered tribes extending from the Wagri and Obotrites
in Mecklenburg and Holstein to the Pomeranians east of the
Oderl; farther south, between the Elbe and the Oder,
were the Liutizii (or Wilzi) and others. They were as inimical
as the earlier Vikings to Christianity, but they lacked unity
and were not usually aggressive. East and south-east of them
were already in process of formation the States of Poland,
Bohemia, and Moravia. The two latter were peculiar in that
they had already been brought into a subject relation to the
German kingdom, and that Christianity had been introduced
into them by the labours of the apostles to the Slavs, Cyril
and Methodius, in the ninth century; the Slav alphabet,
based on the Greek writing of the period, was invented, and
the Bible and the liturgy translated into Slavonic. In the
latter part of the century the Moravian kingdom had increased
in size and importance under Zwentibold, only to dwindle
again after his death. Bohemia became the dominant
partner, and on the death of Arnulf even renounced its
subordination to Germany. One of the causes of the collapse
had been the rise of the Magyar kingdom of Hungary in the
south-east; this now emerged into history and began to
exercise its devastating influence upon Western civilisation.
The sphere South of the Danube, we enter the sphere of the Eastern
j^***6           Empire. Greece and the northern coasts of the Aegean were

Empire definitely part of it, but to the north, from ancient Macedon
to the Black Sea, stretched the great kingdom of the Bulgars,
a people akin to the Magyars, and north-west of them came
Slav peoples, Serbs and Croats, from whom the west protected
itself by the Marks of Istria, Carniola, and Styria. The
Western Empire was thus cut off from contact at this point
with the Eastern, which might otherwise have provided a

1 Farther east still were non-Slav peoples, Letts and Finns, as yet un-
known to the Germans*